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INCIDENTS IN THE HISTOEY OF YOKE, PENNSYL- 
VANIA, 1778. 

[Extracted from the diary of Rev. George Neisser, Moravian minister.] 

January 19. — This afternoon Gen. Horatio Gates, who has 
been appointed President of the Council of War, arrived in 
town and was received with demonstrations of joy. 

February 12. — I visited the Heller family, two members 
of which are sick with fever. They are very much incon- 
venienced, as the Hospital has been transferred to their 
house. John Firholtz's house has also been taken for hos- 
pital purposes. 

February 20. — Balls have been given so often, as to call 
forth remonstrances from all the clergymen of the town. 

March 19. — Throughout the entire night the soldiers kept 
guard, since a plot on the part of the Tories and Howe's 
light cavalry to capture the members of Congress, had been 
discovered. One man who was acquainted with the details 
and is supposed to be in it, was arrested. 

March 20. — I called on the French secretary to ascer- 
tain the whereabouts of Brig. Gen. Fermoy, and being 
unsuccessful, sent letters by Joseph Dean who returns 
home after having finished his business with the Board of 
War. 

March 22. — John G. E. Heckewelder and John Schebosch 
arrived from Bethlehem yesterday and this morning de- 
livered their letters to Gen. Gates and Henry Laurens. 

March 23. — Passes were given by the Board of War to 
Heckewelder and Schebosch to proceed to Pittsburgh, and 
there they are to receive others from Gen. Hand, to enable 
them to go on to the Muskingum. I was visited by the 
French Col. Ormond, who offered to deliver letters for me 
in Bethlehem, through which place he passes on his way to 
join the army. 
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March 25. — While absent from home, a Doctor from the 
Hospitals and two officers called and presented an order 
from the Board of "War authorizing them to inspect our 
building for Hospital purposes. 

March 29. — Philip Rothrock gave me information with 
regard to several political occurrences, and the discovery of 
the designs of the Tories against this town. 

April 4. — Visited John Eothrock who I found sick ; his 
father now attends to the printing of the Continental bills. 

April 9. — Virginia troops reached the camp here. 

April 18. — William Henry, of Lancaster, visited me and 
brought letters, and an order on Mr. Gibson, Paymaster, 
for $100. Continental currency. 

April 21. — Visited Riehle's where I addressed the sick 
soldiers. 

April 22. — Fast and Prayer Day. William Henry in- 
formed me that it had been proposed to use our building 
for the drawing of the State Lottery ; that he declared it 
unsuitable for the purpose, and it was abandoned. The 
Lutheran and Reformed Churches were also mentioned, but 
when opposed the Court House was selected. Mr. Henry 
has been appointed armourer of the State. 

April 24. — Today Lord North's speech of February 19th, 
before the House of Commons, with addition of the notes 
of Congress, and the drafts of two bills pertaining to 
American affairs, appeared in Hall & Seller's Gazette, pub- 
lished here. 

April 27. — Received information from Mr. Cist, that on 
March 15th, France had declared war against England. 

April 30. — Quite a number of troops from the South 
marched through the town to join Gen. Washington's army. 

May 1. — Adam Orth and Christopher Kucker arrived 
from Lebanon with a letter from the pastor of the congre- 
gation to the Board of War, in which he asks for relief, 
since Major Watkins has filled his church with gunpowder. 
I advised them to draw up a memorial in the name of the 
congregation. 

May 2. — I accompanied Orth and Kucker to Mr. Morris, 
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who prepared for them the memorial to the Board of War, 
and subsequently it was presented to Gen. Gates. Silas 
Deane called on me. He has just returned, after a passage 
of thirty two days from France, to report the treaties made 
by him, and which are to be ratified by Congress. Henry 
Miller arrived this evening from Bethlehem with letters, 
describing the condition of affairs in Philadelphia and 
vicinity. 

May 4. — Adam Orth and Kucker received today a reply 
from the Board of War to their memorial. It was to the 
effect, that pastor Bader should remain in his house, that 
the powder would be removed and other stores put in its 
place. 

May 5. — I learned from Mr. Young, Secretary of the 
Board of War, that the articles of alliance between France 
and the thirteen united States had yesterday been ratified 
by Congress. A supplement of Hall & Seller's Gazette of 
last Saturday appeared yesterday. It gave an account of 
the important news from France and also the principal 
articles of the alliance. 

May 6. — In the evening the entire town, now the capital 
of the United States, showed its joy at the alliance made 
with Louis XVI. of France by illuminations. 

May 7. — I visited the family of Fichol's, who are on 

good terms with the member of Congress who lodges with 
them. 

May 11. — John Ettwein and H. Klein arrived from Beth- 
lehem, with a petition to Congress asking that certain por- 
tions of the Test Act be made less stringent. They called 
on Henry Laurens. 

May 15. — Adam Orth and Kucker arrived from Lebanon, 
with a petition to the Board of War, to the effect that the 
order given by the Board on May 4, had not been obeyed. 
They were given the following order : 

" Major Watkins is directed to permit Mr. Bader to remain until Colo- 
nel Flowers examines into the matter. The Board does not wish to 
distress any person, therefore it is presumed the officers at Lebanon will 
conduct themselves so as to make everything as convenient as possible 
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for the inhabitants, still keeping in view that private advantage must 
yield to the public service. 

" By order of 

"Kichakd Peters. 
" Wak Office, May 15, 1778." 

Mr. Reeve with his large family who fled from Philadel- 
phia obtained for them, a part of Berot's house. 

May 17. — Ettwein and Klein who received a friendly 
letter from President Laurens, left for Lancaster to present 
their memorial to the State Assembly. 

May 18. — Several counterfeiters of Congress gold cur- 
rency were brought here as prisoners. 

May 20. — Henry Miller translated into German the " Ad- 
dress of Congress to the States of America," in order that 
it might be read to the various congregations, as ordered by 
Congress. 

May 22. — A battalion of artillery from North Carolina 
arrived here en route for the army. 

May 24. — At the close of the morning service, I read the 
German translation of the Address of Congress. 

May 27. — A man was hung today in the presence of a 
large crowd of people. Many school children who wit- 
nessed the execution from a distance, were warned to shun 
all evil doing. 

May 28. — Michael Hillegas, Treasurer of the United 
States, made me a pleasant visit. 

June 1. — Mr. Claypoole and Snowden called and told me 
that they would start for Philadelphia as soon as information 
was received that the British had left that city. 

June 2. — Wrote to my brother Augustine, and gave the 
letter to Mr. Claypoole, who told me of the sad fate of his 
son in the army. 

June 3. — Mr. Cist during his visit to me, reported that a 
large number of Tories had called on Gen. Washington and 
requested to be pardoned, but that he had sent them to the 
Council. 

June 12. — I was invited to attend the funeral of Philip 
Livingston, a delegate to Congress from New York, with 
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other clergymen stationed here. Mr. Duffield, the Presby- 
terian Chaplain of Congress, delivered an address at the 
grave. I became acquainted with Mr. Rogers, the Chaplain 
of the Continental Army, who had a letter for me. 

June 13. — This morning Chaplain Rogers called to see 
me and I showed him through our chapel and house. 

June 16. — I was requested to conduct the funeral services 
of the wife of a soldier who died yesterday. I made an 
English address at the grave, taking as my text II. Corin- 
thians 5, 15. 

June 17. — A part of Col. Hartley's battalion left for Gen. 
Washington's army, having in charge a number of British 
prisoners. 

June 18. — John Hancock, delegate to Congress from 
Massachusetts Bay arrived today. The British evacuated 
Philadelphia, and gave vent to their rage and malevolence 
by illtreating the American prisoners. This news was 
brought to me by Mr. Snowden and Nicholas Garrison. 

June 23. — Families who had fled from Philadelphia, today 
began to return. 

June 24. — As the remainder of Col. Hartley's battalion 
is to leave tomorrow, the militia guard has been ordered out. 

June 25. — Major Young connected with the Board of 
War, left today for Philadelphia, and took letters for my 
friends. 

June 27. — Several members of Congress left for Phila- 
delphia, in order to participate in the 4th of July celebra- 
tion in that city. 

June 29. — Mr. Claypoole left for Philadelphia with the 
Dunlap printing establishment. Refugees fleeing from the 
border, where the Tories and Indians are depredating, 
passed through here on their way to Maryland. I wrote to 
my brother and handed it to Mr. Lanius to deliver, as he 
is one of the Guard who are to escort Congress to Phila- 
delphia. People who fled to this town and vicinity, still 
continue to leave for Philadelphia. 

July 4. — The anniversary of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence was celebrated in a very joyful manner. 
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July 7. — The troops which arrived here yesterday en route 
for Pittsburgh, continued their march, after having drawn 
rations. 

July 19. — Today we offered prayers for the needy fugi- 
tives from the border, where the Tories and Indians are 
committing great outrages. Many of them passed through 
here this week and were indeed objects of pity. 

July 20. — The Continental wagons of Treasurer Hillegas 
left for Philadelphia under guard. 

July 21. — A traitor by the name of Lefever, a Menonite, 
was arrested on the accusation of an English deserter. 

August 18. — A part of the York township militia left for 
the border to protect the inhabitants from the Tories and 
Indians who have for some time been committing murders 
and outrages and devastating the country, being instigated 
by the British. 

October 2. — During the past few days, many British pris- 
oners marched through the town from Virginia to join Gen. 
Clinton. 

December 16. — This evening a part of the Convention 
troops arrived, on their way from New England to Virginia. 

December 22. — Large numbers of German and British 
Convention troops, passed through to the South. 

December 24. — Desertions of Convention troops are numer- 
ous, owing to the bad treatment of their officers. Some of 
them attended our Bervice and were very attentive listeners. 



